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RAVE Jury 1 3 me PONY to itry „e 
FRI. tween Mrs, Sarab Holt, Plaintiff, and 82 Ward, Eſq, 
—— ey : Defendant, in an Aion of B e 2 J. for 
that the Taid Knox Ward, Eſq, d1 allure, erſwads 

and entice the ſaid Mrs, Sarah Holt, to permit him ta 
= by pay her Viſits at ſundry Times, upon his Proteftation 
„ = of an. 2 Friendſhip and Love, and his De- 
a le chat th Deſigns were: honoura le; {ther 
het was "elotvet to Dake bis W RT. oF 


| | Mr, Fazalerley, the Council for the Plaintiff, having 3 we | 
the Cauſe by an > explanati on of * Declaration in En lifh, hg orth, 
that the Defe did, under the umbrage of Courtſhip, - 12 


Vifrts ta the F cans and that they.met ſeveral Times, in w 
_ ings the Defendant was heard to ſpeak very bende, and:s 


2 


to her; and had, at feyeral repeated Times, Hed the Þ laintiff iq 
marry hen Fo a 


2. 


To which the Defendant pleaded Non promift, that is, that he never 


* 
£ 


ben Nis Holt's Council, in their Turns, ſet forth the Purport of the | 
n highly aggravating the Defendant's Breach 15 


ulpable 
to impoſe on her credulous Nature; and her Incapacity at thoſe tender 


The firſt Evidence that was call'd to prove the Charge againſt the De- 
fendant was Madam Holt, the Möôther of the Plaintiff; who depos'd, 
That being informed that the Defendant paid ſeveral Viſits in private to 
her Daughter, ſhe grew very uneaſy, being afraid that he had a Deſign 
to debauch her, and therefore kept a watchful Eye over her, being re- 
ſolved to ſurprize them the next Time he came to the Houſe; which ſhe 
accordingly did: That upon her abruptly entering the Room, the De- 
fendant roſe up, being not a little ſurprized at my ſudden and unexpected 
Preſence; and advancing towards me, addreſſed himſelf to the following 
Effect: I hope, Madam, you are not uneaſy at my frequent Viſits to your 
Danghter ; for T aſſure. you, Madam, my Deſigns, are honourable :.. I avs N 
that Veneration, that tender Concern for jour Daughter's Reputation, that I 
would not offer any Thing to ber that might blaſt her Character, or "Tay ber 
open to the Cenſure of ill-natured People. Believe me, Madam, added he, I 
bave fixed my Inclinations on your Danghter, and think her the only Perſon 
in this World that T could determine to marry,/ believing that ſhe alone can 
make me happ) in a Wife! She further deposd, That upon this frank De- 
claration-of a Gentleman ſo well qualified in all Reſpects, and one that 
was poſſeſſed of a plentiful Fortune, made her perfectly eaſy in the 
Affair; and therefore gave Orders and Directions that he ſhould be 
treated by her Servants with all the Reſpect imaginable, whenever he 
came to her Houſe. | on — 5 


The Council for the Defendant, deſired Madam Holt to inform the 
Court what the Propoſals were that Knox Ward, Eſq; made to her 
Daughter; when, where, and whether ſhe was perſonally. preſent ? 
Whether there was any Contract, any Settlement propoſed ; and what 
Overtures were made on the Part of the Defendant ; and what; Fortune 
was demanded or propos'd on her Part? To which ſhe reply'd in general 
Terms, That he never inſiſted on any Fortune; declaring. that he, liked 
her Perſon; and thought her a ſufficient Fortune for any Man that 
had Affluence enough to ſupport and maintain her like a Gentle- 
woman. 3 | 5 8 

Then they produced Mrs. Becket, who depos'd, That ſhe was Cham- 
ber-Maid to Mrs. Sarah Holt, the Plaintiff , that ſhe had lived in the 
Family about a Year and a half in that Station, and had: frequentl 
ſeen Knox Ward, Eſq, come to viſit her Miftreſs, and often diſcourſe 

with her in very tender and affectionate Words, ſaying, That if ſhe 
would re ſolve to make him happy by marrying him, be foul?” eſleem it the 
greateſt Bleſing in this World, having intirely ſettled bis Affections on her, 

and not undeſervedly ; that be loved her even to Diſtraction; and that bis in- 
ward Peace and Tranquility was center d in her. That ſhe could 1 2 pre- 
tend to declare the whole Diſconrſe that paſs'd betwixt them Word by 
Word ; but that, as far as ſhe could Tecolle&, or have any dependance 
on her Memory, ſhe would ſpeak as to the Subſtance of what pafsd 
betwixt them in general Terms; but that had ſhe conceived at the Time 
of © his Courtſhip that he would have falſifyed his Engagement, ſhe 
would have taken better: Notice of what paſgd betwixt them in their 
8 | : | ; | Interviews; 


> 


Interviews z but that ſhe heard him ſpeak a thouſand kind and tender 
Expreſſions to her young Miſtreſs Being as kd, Whether ſhe Heard the 
Defendant, Squire Vard, at an F mention, Matri- 
mony to her Miſtreſs, and whether he abſolutely promiſed to marty hat? 
To which ſhe anſwered in the Affirmative, that ſhe had heard him 
miſe to marry her ſeveral Times; and Nard, He only wanted ber onſent to 
Tor 


male him bappy That ſhe had reaſon to remember tlie Words, for that 
the Defendant, Knox Ward, Eſq; at the ſame Time promiſed h ra. 


r 
tuity. Said he to me, V ben I am ſo happy as to get. your Mfrs . 
to marry me, I will be very Fer to you ,, I will recompence yon fon all the 
Trouble I 7 you; or Words to that Effe&. Being ask d, Whether Squire 
Ward, as far as ſhe could recollect, had at any Time made her Preſents ? 
Which ſhe alſo anſwered in the Affirmative. Then the Council for the 
Defendant ask'd her, Whether ſhe was certain that Knox Ward; Eid; ſent _ 
her yoiing Lady any Letters? Whether ſhe received any direGed 40 Le 
from whom, by whom, and whether ſhe heard them read, or whether her 
young Miſtreſs gave her the liberty of peruſing them? To 1 Ry 
anſwered 5 firſt, that ſhe had ſeen ſeveral Letters directed to 
her Miftreſs, ſign'd K. Ward, that her young Lady. bd ſuch a Confidence 
in her Sincerity, and the regard ſhe had for her V c 
her to peruſe them, when ſhe obſerved that he generally began his Letters 
with Dear Lady, or Dear Liſe; tho The could not remember the very 
Words of every Letter, yet ſhe remember d the Subſtance, Which was 
zenerally of Love, and deſiring her to mention the Day when ſhe'de- 
ign'd to make him befke and as to the Perſon that brought them he is 
in Court, and can, teſti 1 from whom he received thoſe Letters he fre- 
quently brought to our Houſe, e. 


The Porter being called, depoſed, that he was empleo by Knox 
_ Fard, Eſq; the Defendant, in carrying Letters frequently. to the Plain- 
tiff, Mrs. Sarah Holt, for which he was handſo e rewarded Cn ho 
returned with an Anſwer to the Defendant, his good Maſter; but that 
he did not know what they contained, or what the Subſtance of them was, 
for that as he was only a hired Porter, his Buſineſs was only to carry the 
Letters, and bring back the Gentlewoman's Anſwers whenever ſhe ſent 
any. Being asked, and defired withal to recolle&t himſelf, how ny 


he thought he had carry'd ? reply*d, That he could not be certain as f 
the particular Number, becauſe he carry'd a great many, but verily 
believes them to be above two hundred. Upon this ſeveral of the Letters 
were produted and read in Court, which. contained, in general a great 
many paſſionate Expreſſions, and ſolemni Aſſurances of an _inviolable 
Fidelity. en eee 


Then the Council for the Plaintiff called a See that formerly had 
lived in the Family, who depoſed, that Knox Ward, Eſq; during her 
Time came frequently to viſit her young Miſtreſs, and ſeldom or never 
miſs'd a Day; that when he came he uſed to talk familiarly but mo- 
deſtly, and with a great deal of Reſpe& to her young Miſtreſs the Plain 
tiff; that he never requeſted to be in private with her, but generally 
delighted to walk in the Garden, where they diſcourſed together pub- 
lickly, and loud enongh to be heard by Mrs. Sarah Holt's Attendance, 
Being ask'd whether whilſt ſhe waited ſhe remembers to have heard them 
talk of Matrimony ?. To which ſhe anſwer'd, I have often heard Nu 
Ward, \ Eſq; propoſe Matrimony, and preſs very earneftly to know, the 
Time when ſhe would reſolve to make him happy: To w ich my young 
Miſtreſs, the Defendant would reply, the Matter you propoſe require: 
a mature Deliberation, bo onght to conſider it is a ſtrick Con Tae 2 
Term for Life, and therefore it behoves every conſiderate Perfon f0 180K 
before ſhe leaps, leaſt ſhe verify _ old Proverb, Marry in bafte, and re- 
4 | | | | pent 


elfare, that ſhe ſu; my 
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Holt, bat that the was not fuch à Fool, but ſhe could ſee the Day t 


here were many other Witne 


1 


8 


ent at Ears; therekate as it is 4 Matter of ſuch moment and concern; F 


am reſolved to weigh maturely 


: 


e the Confequences that may attend befbre 
nenne e 


2 1 ions o 29 OF ee 

. The next Evidence-that was produced, was a Chairwoman: This | 
Evidence" depoſed,” that ſhe had often ſeen the Defendant, Knox Ward; 
Efg;. come to viſit Mrs. Sarah Holt at her Mother's Houſe ;- that ſhe nad 
ſeveral Times ſeen them talk together, and ef preſs a great deal of love 
for each other; fo that ſhe hoped it would habe been a match betwixt 
them, becauſe Squire Ward loved her young Miftrefs, and her young 
Miſtreſs lik d him; and they would & and laugh and chat together, 


which Jogked fornethig ike love. Being ask d by the Council for the 
Defendagt, whether ſhe worked conftantly in the Houfe, and lay there, 
or whether ne only; attended by Day, and lay of Nights at her own 


Lodging? reply d, 1 laid in the Houſe conſtantly till the Match was go- 
ng orward, . and then T'was obliged to lye at wy own Lodging for fear 
I ſhould tell the Neighbours that Knox Ward, Eiq; courted Joong Mrs. 

. 1e W 04 | à F000, k hrough 
2. little Hole, and the was ſare. there was fomething to be done, for the 
was fure there was love between them. Being ask'd whether ſhe ever 


| heard r Ward talk to her young Miſtreſs about marrying her? She 


reply d, the did not heat him ſpeak the Words, but ſhe believes he meant 
It, for_their Actions looked as if there was love betwixt them, and a 


- 7 g 


great deal of love tho, j pd ea: 
| s examined on the Part of Mrs. 
Sarah Holt the Plaintiff, who ſeverally depoſed to the fame Effect with 
ET RR. 15. bob fol bold ated oh 
The Council for the Defendant examined feveral Witneſſes on the 
behalf. of Kew Fard, who depos'd, That they. knew the Defendant 
erfectly well; that he was a Gentleman of an undoubted Character, and 
pe unblemiſhed Feen ; that tho” they could not be Evidences as to 
the Fa with which he ftands charged to have committed at Madam Holi's, 
becauſe they were not perſonally preſent; yet thus much they could 
aver in his fuftification ; that they have been in Company with him at 
fundry Times er the time of the Courtſhip; that they could not den- 
but nt the have heard the Defendant talk in the Praife and Favour of 
the Plaintiff, that he thought her a very agreeable young Lady, and one 
that he could Hke to lead his Life withal, provided her Fortune was pro- 
portioned to his Eſtate; but as ſhe had not a competent Fortune, he wonld 
not undervalne himfelf to marry her: That he confefs'd he had paid her 
ſeveral Viſits, and declared ſhe was-a. deſerving young Lady, of a face- 
tious and affable Converſation, and might deferye a better Husband than 
he contd propoſe-to make her; but do pofitively declare, that they never, 
directly or indirect ly, heard him mention the word Matrimony, or that he 
was ever engaged to her, or ever deſigned to have hg ern. 


The Conncil for the Defendant acknowledged, that they expected a 
Verdict to be given againſt him,” but uſed divers Arguments, for Mitig4- 
tion of the Damages; that it lies before the Jury to give more or Icfs, 
according to the Circumſtances that had been related before them. One 
particular Argument was, that Mrs. Holt's own Fortune and Family 
ought to be conſidered ; and. that it could not be reaſonable to ſuggeſt, 
that the Plaintiff expected any great Nee Damages, ſince it was 
e 


pot Bene that ber Fortune was in any wiſe equal to Squire F'ard's 
2 if Yendant. cc 128 7 28 Ted M3 11 2 e J F 
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The Council for Mrs: Sarab Holt, the Plaintiff in their R ly to 
the Defendant's Council, urged, that the Damages ought not to be cal- 


culated to Mrs. Sarah Holt's Fortune; be it great or ſma for that by the 


Defendant's having allured and enticed her to permit him to 115 
to her at ſundry Times; upon his Proteſtation of an e 4. its 


ſhip ; and then making a Breach and pulpable Violation of his Contract; 


he certainly had injured the Lady very much in her Reputation, be- 


ſides giving her a great deal of Uneaſineſs; and therefore it was hoped, 


that as they had laid their Action only for 40001. they would 1 


conſider of it, and give a Verdict for the Plaintiff with ſufficient 


and Damages. 


After the Witneſſes were all heard, and the Councils on both Sides had 
one thro* their Briefs, the Lord Chief Juſtice Raymond ſumm d up the 
n Depoſitions that had been given in Evidence, and delivered an 


impartial Charge to e who went out; and after about half an 
„ and fined for the Plaintiff, Mrs, Sarah Holt, 


Hour's ſtay they returne 
2000 I. Damages. 
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